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Newman Hall Holy Spirit Pastoral Council Minutes      4-9-18     7:30 pm 

 

Attending: Ellen	Baker;	 Jeannie	 Battagin;	 Howard	 Fischer;	Matt	Hauwiller;	Mary	 Luersen;	 Ariana	 Rutledge;		
Amanda	Wehrman;		Ivan	Tou,	CSP	(Pastor),	Fr.	Steve,	CSP	(Assistant	Pastor)	

Unable to attend: Mariah	Marmolejo,	Walt	Lindquist	

Opening Prayer:   Amanda	Wehrman	

Parish Council Updates and Business:  

Recap	of	Recent	Events:	
1. Easter	Week:		Easter	Sunday	5pm	mass	was	cancelled,	however,	parishioners	showed	up	for	mass.		In	

the	future,	Newman	staff	will	probably	not	cancel	that	mass.		Preaching	and	music	was	excellent	with	
good	 crowds	 for	 the	 Sunday	morning	masses.	 	 There	 was	 concern	 that	 during	 Lent	 and	 on	 Easter,	
verbal	 announcements	 were	 made	 by	 the	 priests	 only	 rather	 than	 parishioners,	 resulting	 in	
inconsistent	 event	 communication	 to	 the	 parish.	 	 There	 was	 a	 request	 to	 include	 parishioner	
announcements	from	the	podium	in	the	future.		This	will	be	a	discussion	topic	at	the	next	PC	meeting.			

2. Refugee	Project:			The	Refugee	Committee	met	on	April	8th	and	they	plan	to	be	more	communicative	
to	 the	parish	 in	 the	 future.	 	 There	 are	CAL	 students	who	are	 refugees	 and	may	need	help,	 and	 it	 is	
worth	exploring	by	the	Refugee	Committee.		It’s	possible	that	CAL	has	a	program	for	student	refugee	
support.	 	 Action	 item	 was	 assigned	 to	 Howard	 and	 Mary	 to	 bring	 this	 request	 to	 the	 Refugee	
Committee.			

3. Habitat	for	Newmanity	(Howard):		About	a	dozen	people	participated	in	early	April	and	shrubbery	was	
trimmed.			

4. Bulletin	 Distribution:	 	 A	 younger	 student	 passed	 out	 bulletins	 after	 the	 10am	 and	 10pm	 masses	
yesterday	and	it	seemed	to	work	well.		

5. Living	 the	Eucharist	 groups:	 	There	were	 two	 (2)	 groups	who	participated.	 	 Summary	 review	by	 the	
participants	will	occur	on	April	10th.		.	

	
Upcoming	Events	
1. Student	 retreat/dinner	 this	 weekend:	 	Around	 70-80	 attendees	 are	 expected	 at	 the	 dinner.	 	 Extra	

support	is	needed	besides	the	PC	members.		Amanda	is	coordinating	the	dinner	and	will	shop	and	put	
together	a	plan.		Please	arrive	4pm	for	meal	prep	and	cooking	if	you	plan	to	attend.	

2. Talent	Show	&	Community	Potluck	Dinner	on	4/21	around	6pm.	 	 (Jeannie):	 	Event	announcements	
were	made	April	8th	at	all	masses	except	the	10pm	mass.		A	poster	has	been	created	to	advertise	the	
event.		Set-up	will	be	at	noon	on	the	event	day.		For	future	announcements,	it	was	recommended	to	
focus	 on	 community	 and	mention	 the	 50th	 anniversary.	 	 Come	and	enjoy	 the	 show	as	 a	 community	
event	–	no	matter	what	your	age.		We’re	hoping	for	200	attendees.	

3. Marriage	Preparation	on	 4/21:	 	 It	will	 take	 place	 from	9am	–	 5pm	on	 Saturday	with	 a	 Friday	 night	
(4/20)	reception.		Six	(6)	couples	have	signed	up.	

	
Transitions	
1. Peg	McGowan’s	departure:	 	Most	 likely,	Peg	will	 leave	 in	the	summer	and	Elizabeth	will	assume	her	

responsibilities.		A	part-time	administrative	assistant	position	is	now	open	and	Fr.	Ivan	will	advertise	in	
the	Catholic	Voice	for	the	position.				



2. Brian	Konzman,	SJ:	 	 	His	farewell	will	be	on	5/20.		The	7:30am	mass	will	bring	treats,	and	coffee	and	
donuts	will	be	provided	after	the	10am	mass,	as	usual.					

3. Tom	Massaro,	 SJ:	 	His	 farewell	will	 be	on	5/27.	 	 Tom	will	 preach	at	 the	10am	mass	 and	 coffee	and	
donuts	will	be	served.			
	

Hospitality	Committee	(Jeannie):		There’s	a	Hospitality	core	team	but	over	the	past	five	(5)	years	many	people	
have	dropped	out.	 	More	people	are	needed	 to	 invigorate	 the	 team,	especially	 younger	 folks.	 	 There	was	a	
request	for	each	PC	member	to	scout	out	two	(2)	people	to	rebuild	the	committee.	 	The	overarching	issue	is	
how	 to	 convert	 parishioners	 from	 being	 observers	 to	 participants.	 	 Jeannie	 will	 streamline	 the	 mission	
statement	and	write	a	bulletin	flap	to	advertise	for	more	members.		There	was	a	suggestion	to	include	in	the	
Sunday	bulletin	the	contact	info	for	each	Newman	committee.			Another	suggestion	was	to	make	semi-annual	
appeals	in	the	bulletin	for	Committees	needing	new	members.				

	
Medical	 Emergencies:	 	 At	 the	 10am	 mass	 on	 Easter	 Sunday,	 a	 parishioner	 fainted.	 	 There	 was	 discussion	
around	the	need	for	a	defibrillator	on	site.		Should	people	be	trained	in	CPR?			Mary	will	ask	if	the	diocese	has	a	
stance.		First	aid	kit	is	missing.			

	
State	of	the	Parish	(Fr.	Ivan):		A	letter	was	submitted	to	Bishop	Barber	requesting	financial	support	for	FOCUS	
and	Fr.	 Ivan	is	awaiting	a	response.	 	Newman	received	a	grant	of	$10K	from	the	KOP	Foundation	for	FOCUS,	
and	a	friend	of	the	Bishop	donated	$5K.		FOCUS	has	reduced	their	cost	to	$45K.		These	changes	have	reduced	
the	parish	cost	for	FOCUS	from	$60K	to	$45K.		Newman	may	have	four	(4)	missionaries	plus	a	team	leader	next	
year.	 	Newman	 is	 trying	 to	 identify	additional	parameters	 to	measure	 the	FOCUS	 	effectiveness	at	Newman.			
FOCUS	is	backed	by	very	conservative	donors.		Thus	far,	the	decision	has	not	been	made	whether	FOCUS	will	
return.			
	
Parish	Council	membership:		The	topics	of	new	PC	members	and	a	parish	summer	picnic	sponsored	by	the	PC	
were	briefly	discussed.			Howard,	Ariana	and	Mariah	will	be	leaving	the	PC	following	the	May	meeting.	
	
Closing	Prayer:			Matt	
	
Next	meeting:		Monday,	May	14th,	with	a	end	of	year	potluck.					


