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Newman Hall Holy Spirit Pastoral Council Minutes      2-12-18     7:30 pm 

 

Attending: Ellen	Baker;	 Jeannie	 Battagin;	 Howard	 Fischer;	 Matt	 Hauwiller;	 Walt	 Lindquist;	
Amanda	Wehrman;	Ivan	Tou,	CSP	(Pastor);	Steve	Bossi,	CSP	(Assistant	Pastor).			

Unable to attend: Mariah	Marmolejo;	Ariana	Rutledge,	Mary	Luersen	

Opening Prayer:   Jeannie	Battagin	

Parish Council Updates and Business:  

Quick	Business:			
- John	Bird	has	resigned	from	the	council	due	to	health	issues.			
- Hosting	 of	 the	 student	 dinner	 on	 1/28/18	 by	 the	 council	 was	 considered	 a	 success.	 	 Much	

gratitude	was	expressed	by	the	students.	 	There	were	~72	students	 in	attendance.	 	For	 future	
dinners,	consider	preparing	10-20%	more	than	the	target	quantity	or	having	frozen	dinners	on	
hand	to	avoid	running	out	of	food.		The	student	dinner	is	a	weekly	event.			

- The	Paulist	Appeal	was	a	success!	 	We	collected	$9K	when	Fr.	Bernie	was	here	for	the	appeal.		
He	enjoyed	it,	too.	

- Habitat	for	Newmanity:	The	next	work	day	is	Saturday,	April	7th,	1	week	after	Easter.	
- Pastoral	Council	meeting	minutes:		The	decision	to	omit	council	member	names	from	discussion	

points	 was	 made.	 	 Names	 will	 be	 omitted	 from	 the	 minutes	 to	 encourage	 honesty,	
forthrightness	 and	 a	 united	 message	 from	 the	 council	 to	 the	 parish	 rather	 than	 personal	
opinions.	 	 If	 an	 item	 requires	 confidentiality	 or	 lacks	 consensus,	 then	 further	 discussion	 will	
continue.			

	
Talent	Show	&	Community	Potluck	Dinner:		Sat.	evening,	April	21th	is	the	date.		Planning	is	in	progress	
with	student	and	non-student	(Jeannie	B.)	coordinators.		Spread	the	word,	especially	to	folks	who	might	
share	their	talent.		Examples	of	talent:		artists	can	display	their	artwork;	musicians	can	play;	talent	can	
be	at	an	amateur	level;	stand-up	comedy.		Council	members	may	be	needed	to	assist	with	set-up.	
	
Refugee	Committee:		The	four	(4)	members	of	family	#1	are	becoming	financially	independent.		This	has	
been	 a	 remarkable	 transformation!	 	 All	 fundraising	 for	 the	 project	 goes	 directly	 to	 the	 Refugee	
Committee.		In	April,	Newman	may	be	asked	to	sponsor	an	Afghan	family,	and	the	committee	has	$9K	to	
apply	 to	 that	 family.	 The	 committee	 is	 requesting	 student	 and	 non-student	 participation.	 	 The	
committee	point	person	will	make	a	presentation	at	the	March	Parish	Council	meeting	to	highlight	their	
progress	to	date.		It	was	suggested	to	consider	asking	the	refugee	families	to	the	Talent	Show/Potluck	or	
Sunday	Coffee/Donuts	to	get	to	know	them.		Interest	was	expressed	to	support	student	refugees	in	the	
congregation,	also.			
	
State	of	the	Parish	(Fr.	Ivan):			

1. The	2018	budget	was	submitted	to	the	diocese	for	review	and	feedback.	 	A	 large	contribution	
was	received	from	a	parishioner	who	is	moving	away.	



2. If	permanent	parishioners	express	discontent	with	Newman,	ask	for	specifics.			
3. It	was	 suggested	 to	update	 the	non-student	calendar	of	events,	and	ask	parishioners	 to	make	

announcements	for	non-student	events	(much	like	students	make	announcements).			
4. Only	10%	of	mass	 attendees	 take	a	bulletin.	 	Most	 students	 look	online	 for	 events.	 	 Consider	

handing	out	bulletins	after	mass;	expanding	 the	hospitality	 team;	asking	people	 to	participate	
for	 shorter	 periods	 of	 time	 on	 committees;	 and	 participate	 on	 committees	 that	 are	 new	 to	
them.;	 continue	 with	 Name	 Tag	 Sunday	 (2nd	 Sunday	 of	 the	 month)	 and	 use	 volunteers	 from	
every	mass;		and	consider	asking	parishioners	to	mix	up	seating	at	mass	(musical	chairs).			

	
What	 is	 the	primary	purpose	of	 the	Parish	Council?	 	To	 look	at	 strategic	 issues	and	 fill	 in	gaps	when	
staff	 is	 unavailable	 or	 unassigned.	 	 The	 key	 issues	 are	 membership,	 mission	 statement	 and	 Paulist	
identity	 (evangelization	 &	 staying	 Paulist);	 finances;	 and	 infrastructure.	 	 How	 do	 we	 survive	 priest	
attrition	and	stay	close	to	the	Paulist	ideals?		We	have	4	of	116	Paulist	priests	(this	is	a	popular	place!).	
The	 Paulists	 want	 to	 hold	 onto	 the	 Berkeley	 parish.	 	 The	 Parish	 Council	 role	 is	 to	 provide	 creative	
solutions	 to	 the	 issues	 and	 help	maintain	momentum	 for	 the	 issues.	 	 	 Another	 purpose	 is	 to	 provide	
vision	and	then	convince	staff	of	the	priority.	 	The	50th	anniversary	increased	energy	within	the	parish.		
Further	events	such	as	a	summer	potluck	are	desirable	to	continue	and	build	on	the	energy.	

				
Month	 of	 Welcome:	 	 Encourage	 and	 welcome	 newcomers	 at	 your	 mass.	 	 Suggest	 making	 an	
announcement	at	mass.		Consider	highlighting	folks	from	each	mass	with	a	photo	and	blurb	about	them	
in	the	bulletin.	
	
Lenten	 Faith	 Sharing	Groups	 (Fr.Steve):	 	An	 informal	 group	 (7	members	with	Howard	 as	 leader)	 and	
formal	 group	 (Ned	&	 Yvette	 as	 leaders)	 have	 been	 formed	 to	meet	weekly	 during	 Lent	 and	 evaluate	
Living	the	Eucharist	materials.		The	members	will	be	our	advocates	for	rolling	out	the	program	next	year,	
should	we	decide	to	move	forward	with	it.				
	
Closing	Prayer:		Howard	F.	
	
Next	meeting:		2nd	Monday,	Mar.12th	at	7:30pm.	


